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BIBLE SUCIETIES. 








AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Extract from the last annual report. 


‘* Having become acquainted with the labors 
of the Rev. Frederick Leo, at Paris, in pro- 
curing by his extraordinary exertions, the prin- 
ting of two fine stereotype octavo editions of 
the New Testament in French—one accord- 
ing to the translation of the Rev. Mr. Oster- 


'God, and a benevolent spirit toward man. 
| Your letter from Paris. and its aceompani- 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1818. 


that you willbe encouraged to persevere in your 
noble undertaking, finding your best recom- 
/pence in the answer of a good conscience toward 


ments, for which [tender my thanks, were duly 
received at London, and shall soon be more par- 
ticularly acknowledged in a privateletter. At 
present I have only te add the expression of my 
personal regard to that of the Directors of tue 
Bible Society, and to wish you all comfort and 
success in yout Christian undertaking. 

Yours very sincerely, | 

Joun M. MAson. 


a i esti me 


Letter from Mr. S. V. S. Wilderto the Rev. Dr Ma- 
son, Secretary for Foreign Correspondence of the 
American Bible Society. Paris, 12th January, 1818. 


Rev. Sir. 





wald, and the other, according to the transla- 


ion of Le Maistre de Sacy from the Vulgate,|) ° . me 
wars . ty Bible Society the dispenser of their benevolence 


and in circulating them with unwearied dili- 
rence, at the expense of great personal toil,| 


thus judged it proper to countenance so pious || 


a work by a donation of five hundred doliars, | 
which they transmitted to Mr. Leo, threaugh 


(ofour Saviour in which be is engaged should 
not suffer by any delay on my part, f unmetdi-) 





their ex ellent countryman S. V. S. Wilder,! 
Esq. ‘They have had the satisfaction to re-| 
ceive the most grateful acknowledgments of 


Mr. Leo, and to learn from Mr. Wilder, that ( 


vothing could have been more opportune, or, 


encouraging.” 


Correspondence on this subject. 


Letter from the Rev. Dr. Mason, Secretary for Foreign | 
Correspondence of the American Bible Society, tothe | 
Rev. Frederick Leo, at Paris. 


NEW-YORK, 26th November, 1817. 
My Dear Sir— 
‘Lhe directors of the American Bible Society 


| which you inform me the Directors of the Amer- 
tican Bible Society have placed at my disposi- 


\ the Scriptures.” 


Considering it a peculiar privilege to have 
been made by the Directors of the American 


to Mr. Leo, and desirous that the glorious cause 


diately on receipt of your letter of the 20th No- 
vember hastened to discharge this sacred and 
pleasing duty. by advancing to him in their name 
the sum of 2675 francs, which, at the exchange 
as stated by Mr. Ely (from whom I ain to re- 
ceive the amount tn sixty days) of 5 fr. 35. 
the dollar, is equal to five hundred dotlars, 


tion, as a donation for the spectal object of aid- 
ing Mr. Leo in the printing and distribution of 


Never, Sir, perhaps. was the hand of God 


more conspicuous, than in this act of the Amer-| 


ican Bible Socicty ; and generations yet un- 





on the 6th inst. resolved, that five hundred dol- 
lars be presented tothe Rev. Mr. Leo in Paris, 
to ard himin the printing and distribution of 
the scriptures, to be transmitted by the secre- 
tary of foreign correspondence, to the care of) 
your fellow-citizen Mr. S. V. S. Wilder now) 
in Paris. 

The departure of our friend Mr. E. M. Ely | 
irom this city directly for yours, furnishes me | 
with a most dsirable opportunity of dischirg-: 
ng this orders; which I do with the double! 
pleasure attending the unionofa public duty | 
Wit) a private gratification. 





to receive itand hand itto you on behalf of the 
American Bible Society. A note at your ear- 
lies! convenience, acknowledging the receipt 
wil be agreeable. 

| hope, my dear sir. that you willsee in this 


‘born will undoubtedly profit by their munifi- 


Mr. Ely will! 
pay the money over to Mr. Wilder, who will | 
ve prepared, by a letter from me of this date, | 





ac: of the American Bible Society, a proof that 


your arduous labors in the good work ofspread- | 
tne abroad the word of life are not forgotten | 
nor disregarded on this side the Atlantic ; and| 


cence. 

Your late excursion into this part of the Lord’s 
\vineyard must have afforded you convincing 
proofs of the obstacles which at present the 
friends of truth have to encounter in the dissem 
ination of the sacred scriptures; but 1 trust 
the period is not far distant, when the pare doc- 
trines of the cross will triumph over the preju- 
dice and superstition, and when this people 
shall, by the grace of God, be brought to see 
aright the things which appertain to their spix- 
itual and everlasting good. 

For all particulars respecting the success 





the result of his labours thus far, I beg leave 
to refer you to his letter and docaments, here 
enclosed. 

Allow me, sir, to reciprocate the regret which 
you have been pleased to express at our meet- 


! 
! 


which bas attended Mir. Leo’s exertions, and) 


(No. 12. 


that you may long be preserved an able instru- 
mentofth. Society in conveying the glad tidings 
v salvation through the blood of a crucified Re- 
deemer to the benighted nations of the world, 
and atlength you may hear the welcome sen- 
tence, ** well done thou good and faithful ser- 
vant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 
Accept, Rev. Sir, the assurances of the high 
consideration and respect with which [ have the 
honor to be your very obedient humble servant, 
S. V. S. WILDER. 


peta tn octal 


Letter from the Rev Frederick Leo to the Rev. Dr. 
John M Mason, Secretary for Frreign Correspondence 
of the American Bible Society, New York. Paris 12th 
January, 1818. 


‘The word of God shall stand forever’’—Isaiah, ch. 40. 


DEAR SIR, 

Surely the exclamation of the Prophet holds 
true even in our times, and I find great rea- 
son to apply to my present situation his assu- 
rance at the end ofthat chapter: «* He the Lord, 
giveth power to the faint; and to them that 
have no might he increaseth strength ;” &c. 
&c. &c. How often have I experienced the 
Lord’s wonderful assistance when fere in «& 
strange, barren country where every thing, ap- 
parently, was against me. [ was ready to 
faint: and when L saw that, there was no 
strength inme. By your letter, my dear Sir, 
intrusted t») Mr Ely, and delivered to me by 
Mr. 8S. V. S. Wilder, I have received a new 





| proofthat the Lord in his infinite mercy, contin- 
‘uesto regard his poor and helpless servant. 
The generous gift of the American Bible Socie- 
ty, (the value of which amounts to two thou- 
sand six hundred and seventy-five francs,) that 
/accompanied your letter, is a great and visible 
proof of it ; and itis owing to the great zeal and 
extensive kindness of your much respected 
countryman, Mr. S. V. S. Wilder, that the 
whole sum was remitted to me onthe same day 
when your information had reached his hands— 
as the ordinary receipt (signed by the Royal 
Notary) that accompanies this letter, will alse 
‘prove. Mr. Wilder was kind enough to come 
himself to acquaint me with that bappy intelli- 
gence, and we have not neglected to return our 
humble thanks to the Almighty in tat very in- 
|Stant. 

Please, dear sir, to express my most sincere 
acknowledgments to the benevolent Society that 
has charged you with the execution of the re- 
sult of a deliberation, of the blessed effects of 
which limited human beings can make but ¢ 
very feeble circulation. The Directors of the 
American Bible Society have offered their as- 
|Sistance to a work, the plan of which many (of 
en 

our christian brethren) had long before con- 
'temy lated and projected ; but which the Lord 
had reserved to himself to regulate, and to ex- 











ling in Europe ; and to assure you, that my 
| prayers are offered to the ‘Throne of Grace, 
ito b your health and usefulness may coniinue 


to be the special object of Divine Providence ;, increasing astonishment—sceing such immense 





ecute, according to his own unerring wisdom 
and pleasure. We adore his ways in the mean 
time, when a profound silence accompanies our 
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‘viches springing up from nothing, andthe most " 
powerful means for the salvation of souls pro-' 
cured by the most feeble instrument, amongst, 
a people of the greatest influence. 

{t is the just admiration of the wonders of the 
Lord which daily surprises our expectation, it 
is the grace of our God that never ceases te 
surpass our faith, our love, and our hope—by 
which we are enabled to persevere unto the end, 
and ' attend the slow bat sure approach of the 
Saviour’s kingdom. 

Nothing can be more able to raise our aften- 
tion, in respect to that approach, than the dif- 
ferent extraordinary motions at present observ- 
ed in France ; and nothing should increase more 
the unceasing activity of real christians, than 
the printing of the gospel at Paris. It is 
impossible to calcwate I repeat it again, 
the blessed effects it will surely procure, not 
merely for this large kingdom—not only for 
the continent of Europe—-but for the world in 
generat wherever the French language has 
gained some influence, and where a native of 
France is sighing after gospel information. 

Your Bible Society, my dear sir, may become 
a very eminent instrament iv falfilling the great 
design of the Lord in that respect; and I beg 
you to make use of the great and whole meas- 
ure of your kuowledge—infinitely extended by 
your last trav: Is—to encourage the good will) 
and laudable intentions of the American Bible 
Society, tomake use, in the most expedient 
manner, of all the means ready here in our pos- 
session to answer the great plan of the Saviour | 
ofthe world. 

How many thousand French are intrusted to 
America. Surely many of them would be glad 

to possess a book recently printed in their na- 
tive country, calculated to bring them the new 
tidings of the satvation of their souls. 

It will please you, my dear sir, to hear that 
the British & Foreign Bible Society continues 
to make great demands. A fow days ago several 
thousand copies of Le Maistre de Sacy’s ver- 
sion have been ordered ; and many have before 
happily reached their respective places of des- 
(ination. he approbation ofsuch a very res- 
pectable Society in Europe will most certainly 
adda great weight to that credit which my fee- 
ble efforts, in founding a similar institution im 
Krance, already have been honored with in 
America 3 you will be pleased to communicate 
this intelligence to all the friends that might 
take an interest in it. 

I thought to be able ta enclose you some 
printed accounts of my proceedings; but as 
they cannot leave the press before this must be 
delivered, I shall seize the first opportunity 
wien they can be sent, 

I beg you will have the goodness to present 








ble Societies auxiliary tv this National Instita-, 


jfrom respectable individuals in New South 
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Of, 

1 in New Hampshire, 4a in Massachusetts, 
3 in Vermont, 9 in Connecticut, 57 in N. York, 
16 in New Jersey, 15 in Pennsylvania, 4 in 
Delaware, 2 in Maryland, 4 in District of Co- 
lumbia, 16 in Virginia, 3 in North Carolina, 5 
in South Carolina, 3 in Georgia, 13 in Ohio, 4 
in Kentucky, 2 in Tennessee, 1 in Louisianna. 
1 in Missouri ‘Territory, and 4 in Michigan 
Territory. 

Of these 40 are Female. 


MISSIONS. 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY USUALLY CALLED THE 
Lonpon MigstoNaARy SociETY. 


Report of the Directors to the 24th General Meeting. 


Beloved Brethren— 

» The Divine Redeemer, whose we are, and 
whom, in this Institution, we are associated to 
serve, permits us once more to enjoy the privi- 
lege of assembling together, to promote the sin- 
gle object of our union—the glory of Christ in 
the salvation of the Heathen. May He, whose 
interest we espouse, and in whose name we 
meet, be in the midst of us, while we rehearse 
what God hath wrought by our missionaries, 
and how he hath opened the door of faith unto 
the Gentiles. 
The Directors will now proceed to give a 
concise account of the labors of our brethren, 
and the various degrees of success with which 
it hath pleased God to follow them. 








SOUTH SEA ISLANDS, 


At the last annual meeting of this society, the 
directors had the pleasure of communicating 
the interesting intelligence they had received 


Wales, concerning the state of the South Sea 
Mission ; they have now the satisfaction of re- 
porting, that the whole of that information has 
been abundantly confirmed by an official letter 
from the Society of Missionaries. dated at fi- 
meo, Aug. 13, 1816, and received in January 
last. 
It will be recollected, that when Pomare, the 
king of Otaheite, returned to that island from 
Eimeo to resume his ‘government, and to re. 
instate his friends in his possessions which they 
had been obliged by a rebellious party to aban- 
don, he was assailed on the beach by a number 
of the insurgents, but who appeared for asea- 
son to be pacified by his conciliatory behaviour. 
[In a short time afterwards however, they re- 
newed their hostility, and made a desperate as- 
sault on the king and his people while they 
were assembled for worship on the morning of 

















my best respects and brotherly love to all the 
Directors, as well as the members of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society that wish to be informed of 
my situation- I recommend myself to their 
prayers, and more especially to yours, as you 
lave a more perfect knowledge of all the diffi- 
culties with which this situation is surrounded. 
‘The Lord bless you, and all your endeavors 
in following his directions ! 
In the love of the Saviour, our common Lord 
Tesus Christ, 
Most affectionately yours, 
FREDERICK LEO, 


A native of the Grand Dutchy of Mecklen- 


the Lord’s day ; but the assailing party, soon 
losing their chief, were thrown into confusion 
and completely routed. Contrary, however, to 
the usual practice of their wars, the king issu- 
ed strict orders that the fugitives should not be 
pursued ; that the women and children should 
not be injured ; and that the slain should be de- 
cently interred. This humane condact, which 
he had learned from the Gospel, produced the 
most salutary effect onthe people. They were 
won by his kindness ; and many of them united 
in the public thanksgivings offered to Jehovah 


eR 


estates, he.constituted, as chiefs, many of thos! 
who had long attended the ministry 
missionaries, and who hai made a pubs: pro.F 
fession of their faith. 
sisted and encouraged by their chiefs, dewo}.) 
ished the Morais, overthrew the altars, andj) 
burned their gods in the fire. 
once completely abolished, and the worship of 
Jehovah substituted in its place. 
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‘\ the 


The people at larg: , as.) 


idolatry was at! 
5 
N umerousl 
buildings for that purpose were immediately 7 
erected in every district,* and meetings for bE 
prayer held in them thrice on the Lord's day,” 
(which is strictly and universally observed.) E 
and once on the Wednesday. : 
Th: king after having destroyed the publi 
idols, sent those which had long been jield sa-7 
cred in his family to the missionaries, leaving | 
it to their option either to burn them or sené 
them to this society, * that the people in kung. 
land might see what foolish gods,” as he calls 
them, «they had formerly worshipped.” The} 
latter measure was determined upon by ou 
brethren; who were aware what a high degree 
of satisfaction (may we not say pious exulta- | 
tion) the public exposure of them would pro- 
duce.t 
As soon as circumstances would admit, some 
of the missionaries froin Eimeo visited Otaheite 
at the request of ‘he people, and preached ig 
every district to large and attentive congrega- 
tions, who readily assembled wherever they 
went, and whose decorous behaviour was high. 
ly encouraging. 
The school at Eimeo, notwithstanding for | 
mer discouragements, now prospers greatly ; 
and many hundreds of those who had received 
instruction in it, being by various circumstan- 
ces dispersed, have become the teachers of oth- 
ers; and thus the knowledge of reading and 
writing has been epread farand wide. | 
When the missionaries wrote, (which is now § 
twenty-one months since,) it was calculated 
that 3000 persons were in possession of bouks 
and able to make us of thems many hundreds 
could read well. They are also in possession 
of about 400 copies of the Old Lestament his- 
tory, and 400 of the New, which is an abridge- 
ment of the four Evangelists, and part of the 
Acts. Many chapters also of St- Luke’s gos 
pel, in manuscript, are in circulation, togethet 
with about 1000 copies of the Catechism, com- 
posed and printed for their use, and which. se- 
veral hundreds of the people can perfectly re- 
peat. The call for more spelling-books was 
urgent, and we hope has long since been an- 
swered by a new edition printed at Port Jack- 
son. But their own press will now supply their 
wants, so that Otaheite. and several other isl- 
ands will soon be furnished with parts of the 








t Aprivate letter says, there are about 50 places of 
worship in Otaheite alone; and that family worship is 
general among the inhabitants. 

t The Rev. Mr. Marsden, of Port Jackson, to whose 
care they were consigned by the Missionaries, thus 
writes concerning them ~- 3ist Oct. 1616, “* I have now 
the unspeakable satisfaction of forwarding to you the 
IDOL GODS of Otaheite, as the glorious spoils of ido- 
latry ; no event could have given me more pleasure ~ 
They are now lying prostrate on the table before me , 
and were we not certain ot the fact, we could not be- 








on the evening of that Sabbath, declaring that 
their idols had deceived them, and that they 





would trust them no longer. 





burg, Schwerin. 
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AUXILIARIES TO THIS SOCIETY. 


‘dependencies. 


Pomare was now, by universal consent, re- 
stored to the government of Otaheite and its 
; In his progress through the se- 
Yhere gre one hundred and sixty-seven Bi-|\veral districts, to replace hie friends in their 


lieve that any human beings could place their salvation 


in these wretched images, and offer up human sacrifices 
to avert their anger.” 


NB the ship Willerby, by which they were sent 
from Port Jackson, having proceeded on a trading voy- 
age to In«iia, had not arrived in England when this Re 
port was mace. 















































































































































































































































Holy Scriptures, and with elementary books, in 
‘heir own language. 

But the blessings of this spiritua. revolution 
are by no means confined to the two islands of 
Utaheite and Eimeo, they appear to be rapidly 
extending to several islands adjacent. The 
smal! istande of "Tapuamanu and TVeturoa are. 
in profession, ** Christian islands ; and there 
also the Morais are destroyed, and human sa- 
cvifices and infant murder abolished, while the 
natives are urgent te obtain the instruction of 
the Missionaries. 

In the islands whic!. they call ¢ the Leeward 
isiands,” the same hopeful symptoms appear. 
fapa, the principal chief, has openly renounc- 
od idolatry, and embraced Christianity ; and 
his example has been followed by most of the 
other chiefs, and by a large majority of the peo- 
ple in the four ** Society Isles,’? Huaheine, Ta- 
haa, Borabora, and Raiatea. One of the mis- 
sionaries, in a letter to a friend, says, that in 
Huaheine, Raiatea, and Borabora, there are 
nearly forty thousand who embrace the Gospel. 

Mr. Hayward, in a letter to a friend, says, 
‘*Inevery district round the island (Otaheite) 
we found a house erected, where the natives on 
the Sabbath assemble three times, and on every 
Wednesday evening, for prayer; and here they 
met with us to hear the word of the true God. 
Our congregation often exceeded 200, and 
were never less than 160, all, in general, atten 
tive hearers. We commenced our mission at 
Oparre, and closed it at Matavai, our old resi 
dence. We had not been long in this district | 
before our old neighbors came and requested | 
Brother Nott to preach to them; they like- | 
wise informed as, that the ground where our) 
houses and gardens formerly stood, and the 
whole of the district from Taraa to Tapahi, the 
boundaries of the district. snould be ours if we 
wouid return to reside amoung them again. This 
happened on the 6th of March, the same day 
19 years since the first missionaries landed in 
Taheite from the ship Duff"? Some of the 
chiefs of these islands have sent repeated mes- 
sages. requesting the brethren to come and 
teach them ; and one of them reminded the mis- 
sionaries that «* Jesus Christ and his apostles 
did not confine their instructions to one place or. 
country.” Such an intimation from a_heath- 
en chief (if such he may now be called) carries 
with it prodigious force. 

The directors are happy in reflecting upon 
the measures they have adopted, in sending out 
ten more missionaries (including Mr. Crook 
from Port Jackson, and Mr. Gyles) to assist in 
this great, and, they trust, growing work ; they 
have reason to believe that they all are now at 
their post, diligently engaged in acquiring that 
language, in which it will be their privilege to 
publish, to attentive thousands, the giad tidings 
of salvation by Jesus Christ—in preaching to 
a people who appear to ‘prepared for the 
Lord.” 

The directors cannot pass on to a branch of 
their report without making a pause, and pre- 
senting a few reflections on these great and 
glorious events. They cannot but consider the 





excited, and the knowledge of Christ be widely 








work of God among these distant islanders aa 
forming not only a remarkable era in the his- 
tory of this seciety, but as furnishing a memo- 
table event in the general history of the Chris- 
tianchurch. The event appears to them to be 
almost, if not altogether, without a parallel in 
ecclesiastical history. These islands, it is true, 
are not very populous, but they are numerous ; 
and it may be expected that, when the intelli- 








zence spreads, as it will, from island to island, 
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| and numbers of the converts are dispersed a.) 


mong the intabitants, general inquiry will be 


diffused. Together with the blessings of the 


gospel, the useful arts of civilization will doubt- 
‘less be communicated: 


idolatry, cruelty, and 
war will be suppressed, and the maltitades of 
isles become obedient unto the faith. 

May we not also indulge the expectation that 
future missi-naries, in various parts of the 
world, will, from the example of our brethren 
in QOtaheite, learn patiently to persevere in 
well-doing, and not abancon their stations be 
cause they do not immediately perceive the fruil 
of their labors. {t will not soon be forgotten 
that the missionaries in these islands labored for 
17 or 18 years, amidst all kinds of discourage- 
ment, yet, after all, were crowned with a suc- 
cess which far exceeded all their expectations, 

In fine, the society cannot but feel itself cal- 
led upon to unite this day in offering up the 
most ardent praises and thanksgivings to the 
God of all grace, who, in answer to prayer, has 
poured down his Holy Spirit in sucha coptous 
measure, and has turned the barren desert into 
a fruitful field ; to Him be the glory wholly as- 
cribed, while with grateful hearts we renew the 
dedication of ourselves to him, encouraged by 
his goodness to continue and redouble our ef- 
forts to spread abroad throughout the whole 
habitable earth the sweet savour of the know- 
jedge of Christ *—[ To be continued.] 





* The state of the few inbabitants of Pitcairn’s Island, 
the descendants of the mutineers on board the Bounty | 
as reported by some of our countrymen who touched 
there in September 1814, could not but engage the at- 
tention of the directors, who therefore gladly embraced 


an opportunity of sending, by a° vessel bound to the’ 


South Seas, a present of bibles, prayer-books, spelling 
books, &c. with a letter to John Adams, expressing the 
good will of the society towards them, and their hope 
that they shall be enabled to send them a missionary to 
instruct them in the knowledge of the gospel. 


ES 6 ee 


CHRISTIANS NEAR DELHI, INDIA. 


Letter from Rev. Henry Fisher to Rev. T. 
son, dated Meerut, July 14, 1817. 


From the Missionary Register. 


‘My Dear Brotner—It appears that 
these poor strangers who have interested us su 
much are called Saadhs—that is, a religious or 
holy character; and, according to their own 
account, have existed as a distinct sect about 
56 or 60 years; when they separated them- 
selves from the authority and controul of the 
Brahmins, both in temporal and spiritual 
things, being disgusted by their tyranny and 
extortion, as well as determined to exercise 
their own judgment more freely in matters of 
religion. 

This is well known to be no uncommon prac- 
tice in Hindoostan; as innumerable separations 
have taken place from time to time, upon the 
same principle. Whenever any upstart inno- 
vater chose to promulgate some new doctrine, 


r. Thomp- 


j and gather round about him his few followers, 


the facility with which he succeeded has been a 
sufficient testimony to the possibility, if not the 
probability, of weaning these dark heathens 
from their superstitious attachments, if safficient 
exertions were zealously made. 

The Saadhs are in tolerable numbers, in the 
vicinity of Furruckabad and Mirzapore ; and 
from their attempt, though in much ignorance, 
to feel after and find the knowledge of the true 





r 


God. is it not reasonable and scriptural to con- 


{clode that this preparation of their hearts is 
1from the Lerd 2?) Whether 


or no the Furruka- 

bad and Mirzapore Saadis have the Scriprures 

1am not prepared to say. The Delhi people 

in the way which you know, bave been 6! ssed 

with this inestimable treasure: and, finding 

them in this state of Simple teachableness, the 

word of God is doing its own work. Presious 

to this providential blessing, they had a few 

written moral axioms, aud wise men’s sayings, 

which were read and descanted on by their vil- 

lage readers ; and this was their only means of 
instruction. 

The particular tract of country which they 

occupy lies north-west and west of Dei; ex- 
tending in a sort of triangular form; Delhi, 
Soonput, and Hansi. being the three triangular 
points. 

There are five villages inhabited by thege 

Soadhs. 1. Rohut. containing 150 peopie, about 
25 coss (nearly 50 miles) from Deli. Here 
they have got ten Gospels of St. Matthew, and 
account them more precious than gold, and 
would give any thing for a larger supply 2. 
Assowdah, four small families—one Gospel oi 
St. Mark. 3. Rohudh, twenty people—no gos- 
pel. 4 Dheyur, thirty families—~no gospel. 
5. Samplah, four people can read and write and 
would make desirable teachers, ‘hese last 
have one St. Matthew’s gospel, 

The Nagree is the character which they un- 
derstand. In this character you have only 
sent me St. Mark and St. Lukes with these, 
however, I shall take care to supply them in 
sufficient number ; though Anund fears that 
some difficulty may arise from the circumstances 
of these gospels being of Martyn’s Hindoosianee 
Translation, in the Nagree character ; where- 
a8 he has in his possession the whole ‘Testament, 
translated (I suppose at Serampore) ina dia- 
lect more intelligible to the capacities of these 
simple villagers, as it does not abound with those 
Arabic and Persian words which captivate the 
ear of the more polished reader. If we hada 
good supply of these. they would be of incaicu- 
1 ble benefit, and easily disposed of. The whole 
of the people appear hungering after instruc- 
tion betraying much darkness, as may be expec- 
ted ; but exc: edingly teachable, and readily al- 
lowing any appeal to the word of God as deci- 
sive. 

Anund every where pressed earnestly upon 
them the importance of the christian sacramente 
of Baptism and the supper of the Lord. ‘Their 
conversation betrayed continually how much 
they were under the dominion of the fear of 
man, though but poor unknown villagers. 
‘> What will our brethren say! What will the 
neighbours think !? was the ready reply to all 
his arguments. A sort of compromise was 
proposed by them. «Go you,” say they to 
Anund, ** and preach the Messiah God to all 
the neighboring villages, and find out what 
they all think, and come back and tellus; and 
in the mean time, we will take bread and water, 
and remember Christ: and as we have no Pa- 
dre, we will sprinkle our brows, and vow to be- 
lieve in Jesus !”” 


Anund smiled 
their exceeding simplicity ; and in narrating 
his story, continually excited in our hearts the 
liveliest and most affecting emotions. 

He prosecuted his tour. The villagers every 
where received him with reverence and affec- 
tion—kissed his Bible—and would have pros- 
trated themselves at his feet. On tecling them 
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readily assented to the truth of his holy book, 
and allowed that the Saadhs were a virtuous, 
honest, and good people. But he seemed to 
think, that a good deal of wordly motive min- 
gies with this apparent excitemen: of feeling. 
in many instances they seemed s0 miserably 
poor, that their situatign defied description ; 
and, from Anund’s account, they may well re- 
Jeice in being brought ‘to cast all their hopes 
and cares on God, 

A great horror scems to prevail of many Eu- 
ropean customs. « We are persecuted enough 
already.” said they ; « but if we were to eat 
beef and pig’s blood, what would become of us!” 

At Rohnt, the principal village, the inhabi- 
tants gather together every night into one 
place (a small Choppah house) when they pray 
extcmpore, each for himself, and bless and 
proise the one true God tor all bis mercies.— 
Anand said—* Do you pray in the name of 
Jesus, the Son of God ?—for Christ said, Veri- 
ly. verily, I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.” 
«We never have done 85,” said they, « but 
we will follow your counsel!” And, now, 
DAILY PRAYER IS OFFERED UP To Gop BY 
A SK'T OF INDIAN VILLAGERS, IN THE PRE- 
VAILING NAME OF JEsus CuristT. 


Anund wrote out for them several copies of 
the Lord's Prayer, and of other prayers from 
our Liturgy, which they promised diligently 
and regujarly to use. 


In none ef the villages, except Rohut, was 
there any thing of Congregational worship, but 
all seemed to use private prayer. 


A party of them agreed, if Anund will go 
again in November, after harvest, to return 
with him to Meerut, in order to consult and 
advise with me. Lieut. Macdonald and I shall, 
however. if nothing material occur to alter our 
arrangements, pay them a visit. In the mean 
time, L shall remove Anund to Delhi, first ap- 
plying for Mia. Metcalfe’s sanction, that he 
may be secure of proper protection. If we can 
mectibere with a suitable house, Anund can 
conduct his school, and the Saadhs will visit 
him once amouth He. in return will visit 
tiem at their houses, in the same regularity of 
orcer as to time: so that these people will be 
sure of religious instruction twice a month ; 
anc Anund will be under a kind, watchful, and 
competent eye, so long as our friend Macdon- 
ald is quartered there. to direct him, and to ad- 
vise ine of his proceedings. 


Our first plan will be, to arrange for the due 
observation of the Sabbath, which the people 
are willing to adopt; and to place schoolmas- 
ters in the most populous of the villages, I 
shall inform you haw we goon, from time to 
tim. 
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Let us unite in earnest prayer, dear brother, 
that the God of Love may bless our interesting 
labor: and give us grace, zeal, meekness, wis- 
dom. and love, fo persevere for his dear Son’s 
sake, Jesus Christour Lord. Hallelujah. 


It will be seen in our former article on this 
sulject, that Mr. ‘Thompson suggested a cau- 
tion, with respect to giving credit to that intel- 
tceuce. in is full extent, till the details were 
better known. Inaletter, which accompanied 
the present communication, he adverts to this 
caution: and observes, that, though this * ac- 
conntis less remarkable than we had been giv 
en to understand, an? differs in some points 
irom the other, it carries with it all the marks 
of prob Silitv. and contains much to animate 
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UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


i 
A Society has recently been organized at 
Danville, Pa. which is designed to be auxilia- 
ry tothis Institution. We expect to receive a 
special communication respecting it, which shall 
be inserted in the Museum. 


PAGANISM. 





Religious Devotees. 


Religious devotees are the uniform appenda- 
ges of all the principal temples. ‘Those with 
whom I met at Bombay were not generally 
natives of that Islan’, but strangers from dif- 
ferent parts of India, who arrived there from 
time to time on temporary visits, such as accor- 
ding to their manner of life, they pay, as means 
of increasing sanctity, to one holy place after 
another. Their prominent, general character- 
istics, are, those disgusting consequences of en- 
tire neglect, which are mentioned in the ser- 
mons ; while there is a variety in the particular 
courses which they pursue. In one piace, may 
be seen, a man sitting upon the floor within 
the vestibule of the temple, laboriously bending 
his bod, backward and forward, repeating the 
names of the gods and panting for breath, as if 
he were unwilling to occupy his time in breath- | 
ing:—in another, aman standing—l had al- 
most said in a clock-case with a little roof over 
his head, to protect him from the weather, read- | 
ing the vedas:—in another, leaning ulpon the | 
branch of a tree.aman who vowed never to sit 
down, and, not to swell this article unnecessa- 
rily, every where, more marks of filth, and more 
preparation to disgust all love of decency, and 
all modesty, than it is possible fur any but an 
eye witness to conceive, and more than I am | 
anxious to describe. 

It is wel) known that many of the religious | 
devotees among the Hindons, practice the most | 
severe austerities. Theseverest wbichT have | 
witnessed, and that only in two or three instan- | 

ces, is, the elevating of the arm, and suffering | 
the joint to indurate and the arm to perish. in| 
that position, one of which cases is mentioned 
in the sermon. 

‘The numbew of religious devotees, compared 
with the bulk ofthe people, is small, and-did we 
consider their practices and habits, only, as 
bearing testimony, to the delusion and darkness 
of their own minds, the existence of this class 
of people, would be to be deplored, but not to 
be considered as stamping upon the people at 
large the most degraded character. he trath 
is that the people, universally, venerate them, 
as eminently holy, and supplicate them, in the 
belief, that they have such power with the gods, 
as tobe able greatly to assist them in their 
wants and difficulties. 

Being cngaged, solely, in devotion. they live 
upon the labors of others, and daily levy their 
contributions upon the people. In my morn- 
ing walks, I used always to see a great many 
of these people, fat, lazy, dirty and covered with 
ashes, taking their daily rounds. They run 
fast singing asthey go. They carry upon their 
arms a little bag to receive the alms of the peo- 
ple. and as they run, stop at every door, ut- 
tering as the signal of their arrival a peculiar 
yell, andthen stand singing the praises of the’ 
gods. Atthe well known signal, the women | 
come to the door, with a little rice or flour in| 
their hands and pour it into the bag of the saint, | 
who having given his blessing, immediately | 
runs again and as soon as he reaches another 
door again sets up his yell, and with the same | 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Extract of a letter from a Lady in England 
Friend in America. 
‘s I feel much gratified by the intere/t you 
both are so good as to express for my sifuation. 
It is indeed a trying one, but [thank God Ican 
say ‘itis good for me Ihave been in trouble.” 
I can look back on all my journeys through life 
to the present day, and recollect that on every 
trying difficulty, whenever I called on the Lord 
he supported me. I must at the same time own 
I have made asad return to him for all bis good- 
ness I have still gone on in the vain thought 
that I could do this, or that, by ny own strength, 
and this hasbeen my repeated conduct till lately, 
notwithstanding the numerous disappointments 
and continual mercies received from my God, 
May I not justly say ** before I was afflicted E 
went astray.’ I know you will rejoice with me 
now that Iam able to inform you, God has 
given me grace to see my own weakness, and 
sin, that the thoughts of my beart are vain and 
foolish. Atthe same time, I am enabled to look 
up and cast all my care on Aum who careth for 
me. And though I know myse!f unworthy of 
any one of the least of his daily mercies I re- 
ceive, yet 1 trust that through the intercessions 
of Jesus Christ, I shall have grace given me, 
which will be sufficient for me ; and that Lshall 
find strength to help in time of need.” 
Bircoeme eee _——7 
THE MINISTERS PRAYER BOOK. 
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A Clergyman of an independent congrega- 
tion, after mary years labor among his people, 
was supposed, by some of his members, very 
much to decline in his vivacity and usefulness ; 
accordingly two of the deacons waited upon 
him, and exhibited their complaint. “Vhe on- 
nister received them with much affection, and 
assured them that he was equally sensible of bis 
language. and little success, and that the cause 
had given him very great uneasiness ‘The dea- 
cons wished, that if the minister was suffi: ient- 
ly free, he would name what he thought was the 
Without hesitation, the minister repli- 
ed, The loss of my Prayer Book. Your prayer 
book, said the senior deacon, with surprise, -f 
never knew you usedone! Yes, replied the mi- 
nister, [have enjoyed the benefit of one for ma- 
ny years till very lately, and I attribute my ill 
success to the loss of it. ‘The prayer of my 
people was my prayer book ; and it has given 
me great grief that they have laid it aside.— 
Now, brethren, if you will return to my peo- 
ple, and procure me the use of ny prayer-book 
again, [ doubt not but that [shall preach much 
better, and you will hear more profitably. The 
deacons, conscious of their neglect, thanked 
the minister for his reproof, and wished hini—- 
good morning. Ch. Pock. Lib. 


5 ——————— 
ANECDOTE. 


Aman who by divine grace had been re- 
claimed from the paths of drunkennecs, on be- 
ing solicited by his old companions to join in 
drinking, who said they were sure a draught of 
liquor could do him no harm, replied, « J am 
as a brand plucked from the burning ; but as @ 
brand that has once been in the flame, may easily 
take fireagain, Iwill keep myself in God’s name 
from the danger.” 
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